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I would like to personally thank you for 
watching the Origins program.  Origins 
was a special program, near to the 
heart of my late husband, Russell 
Bixler. 

I trust that the information in this 
presentation will be helpful in your 
study of creation science.  Thank you 
for your prayerful and financial support 
of Origins… you’re making the 
television production of this program 
possible.

-Norma Bixler
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ResultsResults ofof LiteratureLiterature SearchSearch
Data Base Searched

Search limiter       Biological Medline Total*
_____________________________Abstracts_______________________________

Total Mutation(s) 170,527 283,205 453,732
Beneficial Mutation(s) 98 88                       186
_____________________________________________________________________

Percent Beneficial               0.06 0.03 0.04
_____________________________________________________________________
Total Records Searched           6,434,067           12,373,719 18,807,786



Putative Examples of Beneficial Putative Examples of Beneficial 
MutationsMutations

Some are beneficial only for humans, not Some are beneficial only for humans, not 
for the plant or animal.for the plant or animal.

Seedless fruit.Seedless fruit.



An example that illustrates why many An example that illustrates why many 
““beneficial mutationsbeneficial mutations”” were not beneficial were not beneficial 
for the animal:for the animal:
–– muscle mutation in Belgian Blue cattle. muscle mutation in Belgian Blue cattle. 

Valuable to beef farmers Valuable to beef farmers 
(20 to 30% more muscle) (20 to 30% more muscle) 
& meat tender & low in fat.& meat tender & low in fat.



This mutation beneficial to humans but not This mutation beneficial to humans but not 
cattle. cattle. 

Side effects include a Side effects include a reductionreduction of the of the 
animalanimal’’s fertility.s fertility.

Although produces Although produces ““beneficialbeneficial”” effects for effects for 
farmers and consumers, is a result of farmers and consumers, is a result of 
information loss.information loss.



The classic example of a loss mutation The classic example of a loss mutation 
discovered in 1791 by Seth Wright.discovered in 1791 by Seth Wright.

He noted a male lamb in his flock had He noted a male lamb in his flock had 
short, bent legs resembling a dachshund.short, bent legs resembling a dachshund.

These sheep could not jump high fences, These sheep could not jump high fences, 
which could save the sheepherder time which could save the sheepherder time 
and money.and money.



He was able to produce a new sheep He was able to produce a new sheep 
““breed,breed,”” AnconAncon sheepsheep..

Actually a Actually a usually lethalusually lethal deformity called deformity called 
achondroplasiaachondroplasia..

This This ““breedbreed”” has rapidly has rapidly 
gone extinct in spite of gone extinct in spite of 
efforts to save it.efforts to save it.









NumberNumber ofof MutationsMutations
DarwinismDarwinism RequiresRequires

An estimated over one to two thousand An estimated over one to two thousand 
different proteins used in our body.  different proteins used in our body.  

All produced by the 35 thousand human All produced by the 35 thousand human 
genes that Darwinism teaches evolved genes that Darwinism teaches evolved 
from other, lessfrom other, less--complex often smaller complex often smaller 
genes.genes.



Shermer estimates that Shermer estimates that ““trillions of distinct trillions of distinct 
modificationsmodifications”” were required to evolve were required to evolve 
humans alone.humans alone.

Presumably, Presumably, eacheach modification would modification would 
require require manymany mutations.mutations.

Yet beneficial mutations are Yet beneficial mutations are veryvery rare and rare and 
virtually always carry a fitness cost.virtually always carry a fitness cost.



ConclusionsConclusions
Although other mechanisms have been Although other mechanisms have been 
proposed, at its core macroevolution is the proposed, at its core macroevolution is the 
production of new information by production of new information by 
mutations.mutations.

Mutations can not provide Mutations can not provide 
the source of genetic the source of genetic 
variation needed for selection. variation needed for selection. 
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